EYFS Expressive Arts and Design Curriculum Progression Overview

,The development of children’s artistic and cultural awareness supports their imagination and creativity.

Explore and play with a wide range of
media and materials

Develop ability to communicate through the
arts
Understanding, self-expression and
vocabulary

Interpret and appreciate what they hear,
respond to and observe

Begin to develop complex stories using small world
equipment. (e.g. animal sets, dolls, toy cars).

¢ Make imaginative and complex ‘small worlds’ with
blocks and construction kits (e.g. a city with
different buildings and a park).

¢ Create closed shapes with continuous lines and
begin to use these shapes to represent objects.

¢ Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as
representing a face with a circle and including
details.

Nursery Curriculum

e  Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or
loud noises.

¢ Show different emotions in their drawings and
paintings (e.g. happiness, sadness, fear).

Explore colour and colour mixing.

Create and retell stories using small world

equipment and block play.

* Draw objects using line and shape, including some
detail.

*  Explain drawings, representations and emotions in
response to adult questions.

* Select colour appropriate to drawing.

* Understand and describe the effects of mixing

colours.

Nursery Curriculum
Endpoints
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¢ Develop storylines in their pretend play.

e Use small world equipment to invent and develop
stories with adults and peers.

e Use role play resources, props and costumes to
enhance storylines and narratives.

e Explore, use and refine a variety of artistic effects
to express their ideas and feelings.

¢ Draw with increasing complexity and detail, using
line, shape, space and colour to represent objects
and ideas with a developing awareness of scale.

¢ Explain emotions in their drawing and painting
using different techniques and colour.

¢ Use colour appropriately and mix 2 colours
together to create a different shade or tint.

Reception Curriculum

¢ Select and use props and resources to retell stories
and narratives with adults and peers.

¢ Draw recognisable images and ideas of mostly
proportionate size and appropriate shape.

*  Share and demonstrate creations, explaining ideas
and emotions portrayed through interactions with
adults.

¢ Select, use and mix colour appropriately, to create
a range of colours for desired effects.

Reception Curriculum
Endpoints
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